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— wicked as I. Ribe att 4 

R Life been, and as hard 

21 flow am, can I not 
8 _enifltire to think that onè id 

Hal Choult” few more pity to 

Brethiren, and deſite chat Lazarus fron 

' He Dead 1hould be ſent to warn 


. } then, leſt they, alſo "came into that 


Plate of Torment, than I, who am 
10H. 1 alive, 


# (6) 


alive, ſhould ſhew to he my old 
Companions in my Wickedneſs; that 
vou by your Repentance ſhould avoid 
that Place, into which (without God's 
infinite Mercies) I am about to 


There will not be many days, be- 
rwixe my being what I am and being 
Dead; give me . ſame Be- 
lief and Credit now, that you would 
give me ten days henęe, ſhould God 


permit me to appear to you, and tell 


I intreat you, mock at my Advice; 
in my laſt hours: I am ſo; but tell 
you truly, I can preach, no Comfort 


ſome Security to you. My Educa- 
tion, as you know, was good, and 
was bred to read the Holy Scriptures 
carefully; but now, believe me, Ire- 


member 


4 — . 
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you in what a State I am. Do not, 


to my ſelf, but yet would fain preach 


eee Ad WO & 8. 


I 

member nothing of them but what 
makes againſt me: all that occurs, is 
7% Terror, rath, and Condemnation. 
> | Thar Holy Book lies open ſtill before 
me, but there are Scales upon my 
Eyes, Hardneſs upon my Heart, and 
a Stupidity i on all my Faculties and 
Senſes; ſo that I neither read nor 
think, but am amazed and loſt in m 

Confuſion. Wks 


My Mother and a Siſter fic or kneel 
continually before me, the very Pic- 
tures of Sorrow in Deſpair : They 
every moment lift up their Eyes, cheit 
Hands and Hearts to God, that he 
would touch me with a Senſe of my 
Condition, and give me a true Con- 
cern for it; and when their Tears 
will let them ſpeak, they call upon me 
very faltringly —to pray--- that is all 
they can bring out. Nor can I an- 
ſwer them a word for Tears: my 
SY: Heart 
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1 
Heart is overwhelmed, and I can on- 
ly look them and my ſelf into new 
Tranſports of unutterable Grief. But 
yet I cannot pray. The very Keeper 
turn d away his head, the other day, 
for ſadneſs, to ſee how we were to- 
gether ; which wounded me ſo deep, 
that had I had any Inſtrument of Death 
by me, I could not ſurely have out- 


lived that moment; to think I had 


occaſion d them ſuch Shame and Sor- 
row now, and had entailed it on them 
for their whole Life! O God! the 
Pangs which that one Conſideration 
gave, and ſtill gives me, are ſuch as 
cannot be conceived by any Heart, 
that is not in the ſame condition with 
my own. This is the Recompence 
ſuch Sons as I make to their Parents 
and their near Relations! But what 
is this to you? It is indeed as no- 
thing, if you have neither Parents nor 
Relations in the World: But if you 
18514 have, 
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have, believe me when I tall you, 
that the Concern I have for them, 
and the Concern, they ſhew.. far me, 
give me a thouſand times more Grief 
and Pain of Heart, than all the Appre- 


* 


henſions I have of Shame and bodily 
Pain, that may attend me at the Place 
of Execution. This is one Warning I 
would have you take; and could you 
apprehend this Torment feelingly but 
half an hour, .1 know,not but it might 
preſerve you from feeling it for ever 
after . Bur hear the reſt . L who 
am, upon all Occalions elle, as ſoft, 
and melting as à Child, yet am not 
movefl at all, either, by their, Intrea+ 
ties or Example, to join with them in 
Prayer, althg. it be;'for the Salyation, 
of my Soul. No, not a Thought of 
mine can tend that way: my Heart 
is quite, inſenſible and dead to all ſuch 
Purpolcs. ; I wondred at it, that I 
could nor. ſay ſo, much as Amen to a 
B Prayer 
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Prayer that my poor Mother prayed 
and which I thought was the mot 
affectionate, molt pertinent, and pro- 
per to my Caſe, that could be framed; 
ſo proper, that it ſeemed to fit no 


body's Caſe beſides: and yer I could 
not bring my ſelf to ſay Amen to it. 
Judicial -Hardnefs certainly | that a 
Man carmot pray for the ' greateſt 
Good that can befall him, nor pray 
to be delivered fromthe greateſt Evil! 


Not that I do not remember how | 
great a Sumner I have been, or yet how } - 
great my Puniſhment will be; (for 
thoſe two Conſiderations are conti- 
nually before me) but that I reaſon, 
when I think at all, in this manner : 
If a more than ordinary Portion of 
God's Grace be abſolutely neceſſary 


to the reſcuing and reftormg one of 


the greateſt Sinners in the World, to 


a State of Repentance, and that ſuch a 
; | One 
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one may by his Sins juſtly provoke 


the Almighty to witkhold that Gtace, 
| what bell 


he do? or how {ball he 


repent ? I know I am that Sinner 3 


and by the Hardneſs of my Heart, I 


fd I have not that Aſſiſtance. How 


it. can l ſtir? 
Diſtreſs d Condition! But yet I muſt 
ace, my great Creator of all In- 


cannot ſo much as ho 
Sins are ſo provoking, 


[ feel I do not ſtix at all. 


juſtice/in this Proceeding, Tis what 


I knew before might come, as well as 


I find it now. "Tis what I brought 


upon my ſelf ; Tis the Proceeding of 
the wiſeſt and the tendereſt Fathers we 
have with their Sons, when ſo enor- 
mouſly ungracious, wicked, and un- 
reclaimable, by all the Methods the 
could take. They caſt them off; 
they leave them to themſelves. So 
am ] left. and tho I lay it with my 


Lips God help me, yet in my Heart I 
pe be will, my 


They 
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BY 


They tell me, that our Saviour's 
Sufferings were ſo meritorious, that 
they made ſufficient Satisfaction for 


the Sins of the whole World, tho ne- 


ver ſo many and great. I have no 
manner of Diſtruſt of that; I always 
thought, conſidering who he was, that 


his leaſt Sufferings were, and muſt 


have been of infinite Price and Merit. 
But what are they to me, or any one 
beſides, unleſs apply d by Faith and 
true Repentance? The Pardon is in- 
deed proclaimed, but I have never 
had the heart to ſue it out in Form; 


ſo that I ſtand thereby but the more 


obſtinate Offender. The univerſal 

Ranſom is indeed laid down, but none 
can be a Sharer of it, but upon ſuch 
Conditions as I have never yet thought 


of fulfilling. I never could believe 


that God was wanting to a Man, but 
that a Man was always wanting to 


— himſelf, 
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himſelf, and to the Aſſiſtatices that 
God afforded him, with which he 


might and ought to have cooperated. 


And ſurely tis the Abuſe of Grace, 
the conſtant Neglect of theſe Aſſiſ- 


tances, and the continually repeated 


Deſpite done to the good Spirit (that 
will not always ſtrive with Man) that 
does, even in our own Opinion, juſti- 
fy God's withdrawing and withholding 
them from us; and then we periſh 
irrecoverably. I cannot but condemn 
my ſelf, let me do what I wil. Tis 
I that have ſhut my Eyes, and ſtopped 


my Ears, and brought this Hardneſs 


on my Heart, ſo that I neither ſee, 


nor hear, nor underſtand, how tobe 


IF 


They preſs me alſo with the Exam- 


ples of man great notorious Sinners, 
both in and out of Scriptures, who 
ran a longer Courſe of Wickedneſs, 


and 


ſay, than mine; who yet at lengt 
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and much more miſchievous, the 


were turned to God by true Repen- 
rance, and were fed, I doubt it 
not at all: his Mercy has no bounds; 
his Goodneſs may be as extenſive as 
his Power : Forgiveneſs always fol- 


Jows 2 and ſincere Repentance; 


but he give Repentance where he 
finds it not, or elſe Forgiveneſs will 


not follow, if we will take his word 


for it; and he who does not find his 
Heart ſtirr d to Repentance, reaps lit- 
tle Comfort from whatever can be 


ſaid of its moſt bleſſed Fruit, For- 


iveneſs. I do not think it is impoſ- 
le for God to touch my Heart, even 


yet, and bring me to Repentance : I 


only know I have outſinned all rea- 
ſonable Expectation of it. And till I 


feel ſome Tokens of that bleſſed Diſ- 
2 in me, the Fountain of Hope 


ſeems to be quite dry d up to me. 
When 


\ 


CY 3 
When 1 confider in what manner 1 
have led my Life, for the ſeven 'or 
cight Years laſt paft of it; and recol- 
lect how almoff every Day and every 
; [Night thercof has been fill d up wirk 
range Impieties and Profanations of 
e Lind ot other, with exectable 
3 JOaths, unheard-of Blaſphemies and 
tuſes, with almoſt a perperual Drun- 
dennels, wich Whoredoms and Adul- 
teties never to be numbred up, atid 
illanies of every kind that can be 
hought upon, and mote than can be 
chought upon by Men who have a 
8 ark of Honeſty, of Virtue, or Re- 
ligion left When remember this 
as been my Life, and theſe my con- 
ſtant Habits; how can T' think thar 
od ſhould change me in an inſtant 
If peradventure I could point out But 
dne fingle Day, of all thoſe Years 
herein I Had not call'd on God, light- 
. By or cameftly, in Folly or in Rage, 
8 to 
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% DAMN. ME, and chat good ſin- 


Day would make Atonement f 
5 reſt; I aul believe that hk 


could | net be found in all, that 
17 155 


ber. What EE has 

an as this, to 152 for miraculous, , 
unuſual 1 Grace, goly becauſe 
Four Jt Ne it he is loſt? No ;. ſuch a, 
i; 85 18 has found che E End it ri © 


LIC 


reoully deſery d; enen che, kil- 
1 177 4 Manz a Stranger, inoffen-, 
e, unprovokin | ran him through 
+ Hoare chew leſs of Death, im- 
pegifent, and , unprepared. I gave 
im not aM wer s. tame, to recome 
nd himſelf, to God's Mercies ; but 
— bim, wid i Sins all, freſh abou 
him, to give his laſt, Accaunts to his 
great: Judge, And would. not this 1 
alone deſerve to wei gh down any Man, 
to Hell, without Þ .f to it, We 
what 2 va Publ and ful Life 3 
robbed the Publick of, ang how, 0 | 
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Sorrow, Loſs, and Miſery, I heaped" 
upon his Family and Friends? Be- 
hold in me the Juſtice of God's Judg- 
i ments, in bringing me to. à violent 
and ſhameful Death; and leaving me 
to reap the bitter Conſequence of an 
impenitent and nenn d Heart! 


I roſe baime aun Morning, 
write this Letter to 8 ming 
Contents of it were ſtrong upon po 
Mind. It is the Fruit of all my Night's 
Study, I drank (according to the 
ways of this accurſed 1 excxed- 
ingly hard, that F Bun _ 
think of nothing; but Slee 
from my. 2 I was: 57 85 1 
awake, and ſober to lamazement, and 
could think of nothing elſe but what 
FI have ſet down; and never Lache 

| ſeriouſly and lage eber, 2 doubt, 
17 Life: and ſince I came into 


e of Horror, T have mot had 
C ſo 
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ſo cafy 4 Thought 25 I now have,” 
upon the reading over What J have 
written to you. The bottom of that 
can only be, the Hope I have, that 
what 1:have ritten may have fot 
weight wich you; and chat iti che De- 
a ö of myc fad Eſtate, you may 
read a great deal of your * and 
by your Care and zimel / departing 
from thoſe evi Ways that brought me 
hither, may abme to live and bro 


happily. Sp 70 nun ale | 
NON 28 021 . j | 
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fare; retgiaeiied any fuck from 
youu chaket :hitherro -baly 'eneou- 
d nt àznother in all ſorts o Wic- 
nete and chel pode to make each 
athto aa qdidus gu God above,? 1 a8 
miſawevous ta Man heren as We pol. 

fl yobdiuld. The Wok 16 Fienl! 
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your firal Ruin. Vou can do mie no 
ſervice in the World, L can doo 
the greateſt, if yon will let me be 
your Conaſclior, and follow my Ad- 
vice. Let it be ſo, and let mi have 
the, advantage over: ybu in this, chat 
E firſt! moved you to Repentance and 
Amendment; and you, if moved, 
may have the advantage over me for 
ever. My Time is ſo appointed and 
ſo neat, that I can count chte very 
Hours I have to live, and tis that 
Conſideration kills me quite, when I 
but think of forming a Reſolution of 
Repenting: for wat Convictioti e uld 
I have my ſelf, or: what Proof could 
I give the World, chat fach a Reſdlu- 
tion was ſincere, when I knew Hefere- 
hand þ could have but eighe or ten 

Days, to bring forth Fruits meet 
En 2 all that while under che 
Expectation of the Sword of Juſtice 
falling: on my Head? The matter is 
10 5 bn G3” not 
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not fo with you; you are not ſo con- 
deman'd ; your Life is ſtill uncertain, 
and your Death removed as far as it 
pleafes God. Do Nou but form good 
Reſolutions of Repentance and A- 
mendment preſently, and your Un- 
certainty of Life and Death will be a 
good Teſtimony to your Conſcience 
that ſuch Reſolutions were ſincere, be- 
cauſe you made them, and reſolved 
to keep them, whilſt you lived, whe- 
ther you lived à great while, or a 


little. 


£4654 1: — ä 
Ihis makes, I think, a great and 
very happy Difference betwixt the 
Reſolutions of Repentance which are 
made by one in Health and at his Li- 
berty, and thoſe which another makes, 
under the Sentence of Condemna- 
tion; altho the former ſhould hap- 
pen to die within as ſmall a time as 
there uſually paſſes betwixt the Con- 
on demnation 
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demnation and the Execution of a Cri- 
minal; and ſhould not have the Satiſ- 


faction of knowing, by Experience and 


long Proof, that his Repentance was 
er, 25 more than + condethicl 
Penitent could have. So much there 
is in Reſolutions that are free and un- 
conſtrain'd, that if the World were 
mine, I could, methinks, exchange it 
readily,. to be in that Condition. 


And this is the Reaſon why I be- 
lieve you have not yet outſtood all 
Opportunities of being ſaved, as I 
have done; becauſe you are yet at 
liberty, and free to chuſe, whether 
you will continue in your wicked 
Ways, or will betake your ſelves to 
better; and becauſe you have, for 


ought you know, the Opportunities 


of ' proving by Experience and the 
Courſe of your future Life, the Truth 
and the Sincerity of your Reſolu- 
4 tions 
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gene ed ue in che Fear of God, and 
{3 55 4 bor ta the Precepts of the 
| Ke -Galp« 1 which 1, and ſuch AS I. can 
77> DEVEL have: who have the period of 
m Lise en to an Hour, and 
All the Interim have that Hour · con- 
18 before my eyes. 


| Here I am interrupted by a good 
Man, who comes to bring me Spi- 
ritual Comfort, if I can receive it: 
180 ſhall be face 19 hear from me 
ain, and know the Iſſue of out 
. e if it be good for you; 
and I have leiſure to give it. If nat, 
make much of this, and read it ſe- 
riouſſy, and twice; and ask your 
ſelves, not ane another; what 
ok it? And mind the 
chat your Heart gives, and — ha 
Os.) Reſolutions, that you. chen incline 


to 
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to make, and think reaſonable 


ever been before, 


Your AffeSionate 


am, but in a truer Senſe than I hav 
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